68                        A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

men upon the fall of the wise men, and erect heresy
in the room of schism.

Some people pretend our modern divinity is so
magical in its own nature, that it is not easy to
separate them ; that is, in a word, the Devil has so
far encroached upon the church, that it is impossible
to cast him out: the truth is, if it was not so, we should
hardly have such a struggle as has now been among
us to keep the true Lord in possession. And since
the church has but one true and rightful king and
sovereign, there would never have been such a bold
attempt to depose him, if the Devil, the ancient
usurper of his throne, had not been at work again
to step up in his room. But we shall have occasion
to speak of this part more plainly by and by.

It was with great success that the Egyptian
priests went on in the manner as above, and their
artificial magic went a great way in all the Eastern
world ; they were counted the best and wisest men,
who, mountebank like, could show most tricks, and
invent the most surprising things to take with the
vulgar, so as to give their words the force of an
oracle, and entitle them to the character of divine
and prophetic. And thus we may suppose the
world going on for many ages, till at length, to
come nearer our own times, and indeed nearer to the
practice of our own times too, their mimickry was
exhausted, they had no more tricks to play, the
juggling trade grew stale and dull, the world began
to look beyond them, and expected something more;
and so the last. I do not say the church jugglers,
went to the Devil for help. I had rather tell you that
another generation, who had always been true magi-
cians, true practisers of the diabolical part, came in
play of course, and succeeded the first, who gra-
dually depose^ themselves by their mere impotency;
and, just as darkness is a deprivation of light, and